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All fincere Lovers of God, the Prot. 
ſtant Religion, True en 4 

| Gracious King, our native Country, 
 Lawful Liberty, Civil N 2 
Settled Peace, and all good of | 
what Denomination ſoever, 
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s Kl. IU. „ 
Unto thee, O God, do ue give Thanks, 
unto thee do we giue T banks : for th 


thy Name is near, thy wondrous Works 


HIS Pſalm ſeems to be indited 
and ed upon the Occaſion 
of King David's being ready to 
enter upon the Government of 
the whole Kingdom of Iſrael. 
Ver. 2. When I ſhall receive the 
Congregation, I will judge wprightly ; 
viz. the whole egation or People of Hrael: 
For he reigned before in Hebron over the Tribe 
of Judah, which was a Part of the Nation. 

In my Text we have Two Things, viz. 

= 3 hearty 3 Thankfulneſs to God; 
which s by the ingeminating or repeating 
the e Unto thee, O God, do we give Thanks, 
unto thee do we give Thanks. | A. 

2. The Reaſon of this Thankfulneſs, viz. Fur 
that thy Name is near, thy wondrow Works declare. 
The Name of the Lord does frequently in Serip- 
ture ſignify God himſelf ; as in Pſal. ix: ro. They 
that know thy Name, &c. that is, they that 8 


3 


unto God. 
II. I shall lay before you how a People thus 
favour'd of the Lord ſhould ſhew their Thank- 
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aw; © Goch will. put their Truſt in thee. So Prov. 


Righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe; that is, 
himſelf 1 is a ſtrong Defence unto the Ri gh- 


E 10. "The Name of the Lord is a 'ong Tower : 
Ot, the Name of God denotes his blefl:g 


By God's Name being neur, we may under- 
ſtand his ſhewing himſelf kind and gracious to 


his People; at hand to help them. Pſal. xxxiy. 
18. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 


Hurt, viz. ready to help, comfort and relieve 
them. Pſal. cxlv. 18. The Lord is nigh unto all them 


that call upon him, that call upon him in Truth ; not 


afar off, but at hand to ſuccour them; ready to 
Na 1 upon 4 Call, to their Aid in Ti ime of 


Having thus hinted the Oceaſion of inditing 
this Pſalm, and-open'd the Senſe of thoſe Words 


in my Text, that ſeem to have any Difficulty ot 
_ Obſcurity in them: I from them o 
Qrine, viz: That when the great Gud by his wondrom 


ſerve this Do- 


Works dees Jew himſelf near, kind, aud favourable 1 
4 People, tis their Duty to be heartily and affeftionateh 
#hankful unto God. 

The Truth of this Doctrine is evident from 


the Text and Context; and in handling it, 


J. I ſhall ſhew, why God's manifeſting himſelf 
near, kind and favourable to a People, in ſetting 
2 good King over them by his wondrous Works, 
and remarkable Steps of Providence, does oblige 
them in Point of Duty to be ir thankful 


fulneſs. And, | 
II. Make a brief Application. Firſt 


Fr 


F pforions Attributes, viz. his Power, Wiſdom, + ion 
Mercy, Goodneſs, Go. 


A Trankg8GrvinG-SERMON. © 9 
Firſt, Of the firſt Particular. 
1. A People fayoured with a good King, ſet 
over them by the wonderful Providence of God, 
ure obliged in Point of Duty to be heartily 
thankful unto God, becauſe ſuch a Prince will 
_ equally diſpenſe Judgment and Juſtice to all his 
Subjects; Ver. 2. When I ſhall recejve the Congrega- 
tion, I will judge uprightly. He will not (to pleaſe 
his own impotent Humour, or gratify a ſelfiſh 
ambitious Faction or Party of Men, his Favou- 
rites) oppreſs the reſt of his People; but will 
carefully and conſcienciouſly maintain the Civil 
and Religious Rights and Properties of all his 
good Subjects. Auguſtus Cæſar was more pleaſed 
to be called Pater Patriæ, the Father of his Coun- 
try, than Emperor of the Roman Monarchy : to 
mew his Father-like Love to his Subjects, and 
tender Regard to their Good and Welfare. And 
the firſt Senators of Rome had the Title of Fa- 
thers given to them, becauſe with a paternal Af- 
fe&ion they acted for the Benefit of the Common- 
wealth. A good King-would have his Officers 
Peace, and his Exactors Righteouſneſs ; not l. ke 
Lions, Bears and Tygers, to tear and prey upon 
his other Subjects; as wicked, covetous State- 
Miniſters are wont to do. Prev. xxviii. 15. As 4 
roaring Lion and a raging Bear, ſo is a wicked Ruler 
over the poor People. A good Prince will endeavour 
that all who do well, and behave themſelves quiet- 
ly under his Government, may fit with Comfort 
and Security under the Shadow of his juſt Pro- 
"cotton. -:. | | | : 
2. 'Tis the Duty of a People to be heartily 
, thankful to God when he ſets over them a good 
King, Cc. becauſe under God ſuch a Prince is 
the great Means aud | SAG of upholding 
200 dhe 


A 


40 A Tnanxs6Grvinc-SERMON. 
the Nation. Ver. 13. The Earth and all the Taha- || Nev 
-bitants thereof are diſſolued: I bear up the Pillars of Inſtr 
it. By the Earth and the Inhabitants thereof, I gott 
ſuppoſe the Pſalmiſt means the Land of Iſrael, molt 
and People of that Kingdom. When David came low 
to the Throne, he found the Nation in a wretched ] ter 
diſtracted Condition; which might be the Occa- ||| diſg! 
fion why he gave the Title of this Pſalm Altaſ- to. h 
chich, which ſigniſies Deſtroy not. As though he | ſud 
ſhould have ſaid, Lord, the Kingdom is in a I mu 
<« ſhaking tottering Condition; but oh! do not I 3 
* overthrow us. There had been a King before I his 
David, Saul the Son of Kiſh, who in the former hi 
Part of his Reign ſeem'd to rule well. He ſhew'd || fice 
Courage and Conduct in his Wars, and was very Fay 
ſucceſsful againſt 1ſrae!'s Enemies, and particularly I him 
againſt the Ammenites and Philiſtines, who border d The 
near upon them, were full of Hatred to them, | 
and ſought to enſlave and deſtroy them. Of his A 
Valour againit, and Victory over theſe Enemies, UDC 
we read 1 Sam. xi and xiv Chapters. He likewiſe The 
| pretended a Zeal for Religion, and Regard tb the Da 
| Commands of God, deſtroying the Wizards our I Fat 
of the Land, according to God's Charge, Exod. | Att 
xxii. 18. Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a Mich to live. In anc 


ſhort, he was a proſperous Prince, and the Nation | Lit 
flouriſh'd under his Adminiſtration. But, alas! the 
after ſome Years there was a ſtrange and unexpe- on 
cted Alteration in his Management and Beha- Cal 
viour: For, 1 Sam. xv. when God ſent him to had 
deſtroy the Amalekites, a wicked idolatrous Peo- ha 
ple, irreconcileable Enemies to God, his Church ant 
and Ways; Saul ſpared the King, and did not by 
utterly. root out the People, that curſed Race; W. 
tho he prevail'd againſt them, and twas in the thi 


Power of his Hand to do it. After this, when W 
92 David 


—  —— | 


\ 
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Navid had ſlain Goliah, and thereby been a great, 
Inſtrument of gaining a famous neyer to be for- 
gotten Victory ayer the inſulting Philiſtines, their 


molt infeſting Adverſarics, bringing them very 


low. ; King Saul, inſtead of lovi im the bet-. 
ter for it, look d upon him with an evil. Eye; 
diſgraced him, tho before he had advanced him . 
to honourable Polts in his Service; yea, he pur- 
ſu'd him as an Enemy, and ſought his Life, inſo- 
much that David, choſe a voluntary Baniſhment, 
ty avoid, and ſecure himſelf from the Effects of 
his groundleſs Rage and Jealouſy againſt, him; 
which he found were daily encreas d by the Arti- 
fice of wicked Court Flatterers, and ſelf-ſecking 
Favourites, which the King had in Eſteem about 
him. They, and only they, had the Royal Ear. 
The aged Prgphet Samyel himſelf, tho formerly 
priz d, being the Man that had anointed him 
ing, and (as I may ſay) had put the Crown 
upon his Head, even Samuel comes not near him. 
Theſe Courtiers perſuade the credulqus King, that 
David was an ambitious Perſon, and was with a 
Party carry ing on treaſonable Deſigns againſt him. 
After this King Saal was . another ſtrange 
and horrid Wickedngſs, viz. not abridging the 
Liberty, but taking away the Lires of many of 
the holy Prieſts, the faithful Miniſters of God at 
once. And what was this for? Why, only be- 
cauſe they truly loved David, who (they knew) 
had been faithful to his King and Country, who. 
had put his Life in his Hand, and with Courage 
and Foce fought the Battels of the Lord, there- 
by, preſerving both Church and State ; who alſo 
was next to ſucceed in the Throne. And one of 
theſe Prieſts, viz. Abimelech, had ſhewed his good 
Will to David, in pray gs ſor his Free 
13 | 2 nenn 
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and begging divine Direction for him. An Ac- 
count ot 'this tragical Story you have 1 Cum. xxii. 
Moreover, Saul apply'd himſelf for:Connſel and 


Direction in the Management of his Affairs to 
the Witch of Endor; tho' before he had made a 
Shew of Zeal and Hatred againſt ſuch Perſons, 
and 'deftroy'd them, 1 Sam. xxviii. Then in a 
War with his old Enemies the Philiſtines, having 


no faithful David to fight his Battles as before he 


had had, he loſt the Victory, his Army was rout- 
ed, and himſelf mortally wounded; and ſo he 
died, leaving his Kingdom in a diſtreſſed Con- 
dition, and ſtrangely divided into Factions; for 
Abner, one of King Saul's great Miniſters and 
Courtiers, would have put David by the Throne, 
tho he was appointed by God to ſucceed King 
Saul, and he would have ſet up one JÞbboſheth, 
(whoſe Name ſignifies a Man of Shame) for King, 
2 Sam. ii. 8, 9. This Abner and other great Men 
did, either to enrich themſclyes, or keep their 
great. Places and Promotions under this Preten- 
der: for I can call him no other, tho' he was the 


undoubted Son of the King that was dead; 
which is more than can be ſaid of a certain Pre- 


tender in our Days. The Crown was juſtly ſet- 
tied. elſevrhere, viz, upon David, who was the 
lawful and rightful Succeſſor and King of 1ſrae!. 
And this King Sau} well knew, and own'd before 
he died, -1 Sam. xxiv. 20. This occaſion'd great 
Commotions, and ſome Wars and Bloodſhed in 


the Nations, till the Pretender (withour King 
two 


David's Order or Knowledge) was ſlain 


of his own, Captains, 2 Sam. iv. 2. who did this 
in Hopes of a Reward from, or Preferment un- 
der King David. But they found him a wiſer 
Prince than to truſt ſuch. wicked, factious = 

| | | elf- 


— — — 


— 


A TAANKSGIVING-SERMON: 13 
ſelf-ſeeking, Traytors ; and likewiſe a juſt Prince, - 
who rewarded them with Death, according to 
their Merits for 3 Man, whoſe Friends. 
and 'Servants they pro themſelves to be, 

2 Sam. iv. 12 * 

Thus I have given 8 a plain 4 har: | 
Matters ſtood in the Kingdom of EW King 
David's Acceſſion to the Throne, through the ill 
Management of wicked Stateſmen, Court Flat- 
terers, and deſigning Favourites; through Op- 
preſſion and Perſecution of the beſt Subjects; 
through Loſſes in War; and Factions and Divi- 
fions among the People, being ſeduced by ſome 
great Miniſters of the former Reign. The King- 
dom labour'd under dreadful Convuli ions, and 
was in a very weak and tottering Condition; 
but good King David did bear up the Pillars 
thereof, oe. 13. 

3. Tis a People's Duty to be heartily chankful | 
to God, when, Cc. becauſe a — Prince will 
drive away wicked Counſellotrs from his Throne, 
and baniſh them from his Court * u v 
Eſal. x. 4, 5, 7» 8. 'L 

4. Tis a People's Duty, c. 6 he will 
not only - baniſh the Wicked from his Court and 
Preſence ; but he will cut ſhort their Power, that 
their doing Miſchief may be prevented, Prou. xx. 
26. Pfal. Ixxv. 10. All the Horns of the Wicked alſo 
wil I cut off, ſays King David. Tis a metapho- 
rical Expreſſion Naben om the Beaſts, which 
ture, or rather the God of Nature, arms with 
Horns, which - ate their defenſive and offenſive- 
Weapons : : In theſe much of their Strength and 
Power lies; and when they grow miſchievous in 
the Uſe of them, Men are wont to cut them off, 
that by this Means their Power to do Hurt _ 


14 A Tnanxsc1viNG-SERMON. | 
be removed. So when King David ſays he will 
cut off all the Horns of the Wicked, his Mean- 


ing is, that he will ſtrip them of their Power to 
do Miſchief. A good King will be a Terror to 


evil Doers and their wicked Deeds. Rom. xiii. 3, 


4. For Rulers are not to a Terror to good Works, but 
to the evil. Wik thou then not be =o of the 
* Power ? Do good, and thou ſhalt have 
ſame : For he is the Miniſter of Goa to thee for good. 
But if thou do evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the 
Sword in vain : For he is the Miniſter of God, a Re- 
venger to execute Wrath upon him that doth evil. 
This is the great End of Government, viz. to 
ſhi the evil, and encourage the good. With- 
out this, the Ends cannot be anfwer'd by Rulers. 
This being neglected, might hap it may be que- 
ſtion d, upon better Graunds than ſome have 


imagined, whether they have a Right to that ab- 


ſolute Subjection which ſome have ſo warmly 
urged and magiſterially aſſerted from ver. 1, 2. 
Let ewery Soul be ſubjett to the higher Powers ; and 

hey that reſiſt, ſhall receiue to themſelves Damnation. 


* d, not to obey, but reſiſt ſuch Powers, ſucli 


ulers as the Apoſtle here deſcribes, is not only 
baſe Ingratitude, but alſo horrid Impiety. But as 
for wicked, oppreſſive, tyrannical Powers and 
Princes, who inſtead of encouraging and praiſing 
the good, and puniſhing the evil, as the Mini- 
ſters of God, do praiſe and encourage the wicked, 
and afflict and depreſs 
as the Miniſters of the Devil: inſtead of promo- 
ting the Intereſt and Welfare of the People, ſtudy 
and practiſe Methods to ruin Church and State: 
_ Surely theſe have need to produce a plainer clear- 

er Grant from Chriſt the King of Lines, of the 


demanded Subjection, than theſe. Words of the 


Apoſtle 


aiſe of the 


good and righteous Men, 


— 
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Apoſtle give them, leſt their pretended Charter 


prove a meer Nullity. For take the Words of the 
Apoſtle in theſe four Verſes together, and he 
ſeems not only to point out the Puty of Subjects, 
but likewiſe to give us the Character of the 
Powers and Rulers whom this Subjection is ow- 
ing to. And if the Spirit of God in the holy 
Penman of this Epiſtle has join d theſe together, 
I know not by what Authority Men may put 
them aſunder. 1 11 2185 

5. 'Tis the Duty of People to be heartily thank- 
ful to God, when, Cc. becauſe ſuch a King will 
exalt and encourage deſerving worthy Patriots, 
good and juſt Perſons to manage publick Affairs. 
Pſal. Ixxv. 10. But the Horns of the Righteows (ſhall 
be exalted ; that is, they ſhall be rais'd to Power 
under me their King. Nebuchadnezzar and Daring, 
though Heathen Kings, ſet Daniel, Shadrach, Me- 
bach and Abednego, Men excellent for Wiſdom, 
Probity and Piety, over the Affairs of their King- 
doms : How much more may this be hoped for 
from a Chriſtian, Proteſtant, Religious Prince ? 
6. People ought to be heartily thankful to God, 
when he, Cc. becauſe ſuch a Prince will rule for 
the Glory of God, carry on Deſigns for the ad- 
vancing true Religion, and the Good of his Sub- 


7. People ſhould be heartily thankful to God 
when, Cc. becaufe the Exalting of ſuch. a King 
delivers the Subjects from many Miſeries and At- 
flictions, which are a kind of Deaths. And for 
ſueh favourable Diſpenſations, God expects and 


requires that this his abundagt Grace ſhould be 
acknowledg'd by the Thankſgiving of Many re- 
dounding to his Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 11, 14, 15 Ver- 


FE Thus | 


ſes compar'd. 
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46 4 Tnaxxscrvinc-Strmon, | 
Thus I have done with the Firſt General Head, 
wiz. The Reaſons why tis the Duty of a People, 
over whom God by wondrous Steps of Provi- 
| [dence has ſet, a good King, to be heartily and 
affe&ionately thankful to the Lord. 


Secondiy, I come to ſhew how a People, to whom 
God manifeſts himſelf near and kind by ſuch a 
wondrous. and merciful Work of Providence, 
ſhould ſhew their hearty Thankfulneſs to him, 
1. By lifting up their Voices with their Hearts, 
in thanking and praiſing God for his Loving- 
kindneſs and wondrous Works. Thus in my 
Text, Unto thee, O God, do we give Thanks, unto the: 
do we give Thanks; for that thy Name is near, th) 
wondrous Works _— | 
2. By applying themſelves more diligently to 
ferve — nour God, ſeeing he has been pleas'd 
to favour them with Halcyon peaceable Days, 
and they ſit under their Vines and Fig- trees with- 
ou Fear, under the Government of ſuch a King, 
that will be as the Shadow of a great Rock to a 
. -weary People, to a ſhaking, torn, divided Land. 
Pſal. cxxxviit. 2? I will worſhip towards thy holy Tem- 
pie, and . praiſe thy Name for thy  Loving-kindneſs. 
Here we find the holy Pſalmiſt joins praiſing God 
. By loving, honouring, and ptizing ſuch a 
King. Thus the People of Iſrael carried it to- 
wards David their good Prince; for, ſaid they, 
2 Sam. xviii. 3. Thou art worth Ten Thouſand, of 8; 
tby Life is worth Ten Thouſand of our Lives: It diſ- 
covers a baſe ingrateful Temper, when Perſons 
prize not a Gift freely conferred upon them; and 
| eſpecially if it be of a conſiderable. Value, as a 
2 , good. 
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goed King is, who (Icthink 1 manſan cagtcarce. | 
be. prized tee, much. 13 04.17 912 37 2502 

wy By their Readineſs to help and cnooknage 
the King in bis Deſigns to) do good for Church 
or State; falling in with! him, aiding andi aſſiſing 
him in his noble Pur _ with willing Service, 
Lives and Fortunes. So ſoon as David was made 
King oyer all Iracl, the Eeople join d with one 
Conſent to go with him, and Gorm Jeruſalam that 
ſtrong City; eden bythe: J&ufites had been kept 
out of — ands of 1fr84.. to that Day ʒ and they 
were ſucceſsful in their Attempt, the City: was 
taken, and made: the. Metropolis of che whole 
Kingdom. oi Ei n n ne ea 
5% By praying fervently: and . for a 
Bleſſing upon the King's Government, and Fro- 
ſperity in his Reign} 1 Im. ii. 1 , 3. And 
the aoth Pfalm is a Prayer of tlie People fur Suc- 
ceſs to the Prince in: his Undertakings and Ex- 
ploits, 8 much fore the Bann Parr. 1 8 
* e ir 1 41 Nee 4 
b 5:3 m8 40 1 * eg 
eh To make a cee Aliens. -If-Broplo 
ſhould be hearcily thankful to hen he by 
his wondrous Worksiſhews himfelf to be near and 
kind to them, and particularly: by: git iugi them 
that: moſt valuable Giftj:vizia good Kingzzthen, 

n. This re proves that baſe wicked Spirit of In- 

aritade, which is four on tod inhny in theſe 

ations! For tho God has farouvably/a 7 
for us, been a preſent Help in our Time 
Danger zykas by a wondtous Work of Providence 
broke the Deſigns of Enemies abroad, and at 
home ; che Depth oÞ which Deſigns has not yet 
been diſcover d, and perhaps is not to he anch 
ad. and fathomed by a La Plummet: 1 ay; 
yo} tha' 


y a 1 * — 
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tho God has broke theſe Deſigns, by fixing our 

12 Sovereign upon the Throne of theſe 
n 


s who is deſirous to ſupport the Pil- 


lars of theſe tottering Countries, to be a Repairer 
of our Breaches, and a Reſtorer of Paths for us 
ſafely and quietly to dwell in; who with an af- 
fectionate Concern recommends to us that good 
Counfel which Joſeph, rais'd by a marvelous 
Working of divine Providence to be Deputy- 
Governour of the Land of Egypt, gave to his 
Brethren, Gen. xlv. 24. See that ye fall not out ly the 
Way: Yet-that many Perſons ſhould not love, 
prize and honour him, but through an unquiet 
factious Temper hate him, and ſhew themſelves 
diſaffected and ſeditions toward him. What an 
abominable Spirit of Ingratitude is this] and yet 
how common in the Land 1 © It OMG 

2. If God, when by his wonderful Works he 
exalts a good Prince over a People, does declare 
himſelf to be near them in a way of Favour and 
Kindneſs; then ſurely this may be ſome Encou- 
ragement to us, to hope that the Lord is near to 
us, in that he has brought our preſent Sovereign 
to * OR upon the Throne of Great - 
Britain and relahd. God is not yet "departed 


from us, has not yet forſaken and caſt us off, tho 


we have ſo highly provok d and affronted Him by 


our daring Impieties, which abound in theſe Na- 


tions. God has fet over us a Prince, whom tho 
wicked Men deſpiſe, and Sons of Belial ſpurri at, 
yer I never obſerved, nor ſo much as heard, but 
that all good Men, tho'.of various Denomitiati- 
ons, and differing Opinions in ſome Circum- 
ſtantials of Religion, have great Hopes of, and a 
high and reverential Value and Eſteem for him; 
expecting and heartily praying, that great Things 
| | for 
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for the Glory of God, and Good of theſe King 


doms, may be carry d on and accompliſ d by him. 
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Surely God has a People in theſe Nations cc 


whom his Name is near, to whom he will de 
kind and gracious, and for whoſe Sake he wilt not 
leave nor depart from us. 1 
3. Laſtly, If God's wondrous Works in ſetting 
over a People a good King, does make it an in- 
cumbent Duty upon them to be heartily and af- 
fectignately thankfal. ro him; then this points out 
Jo ds what is our Duty this Day, and what a 
Frame of Spirit we ſhould have in us from this 
Day forward; to which let me earneſtl 2 
you, viz. Let us always bear a thankful Frame o 
Heart, and affectionately bleſs and praiſe our met- 
cifut God, who hath wondrauſly appear'd for us, 
in advancing his Majeſty King Groos to the 
Imperial Crown of theſe Nations: The Reaſons 
of Thankfulneſs to God for a good King, I 
ſhew'd in the dgctrinal Part to be many and 
weighty: how y 7 and applicable to our 
Circumſtances, I ſhall leave you to judges refſect· 
ing upon them at your Leiſure. I ſhall conclude 
with theſe Words of Exhortation, viz. Let us 
heartily bleſs God for exalting him over us, un- 
der whom we enjoy Peace and Tranquility, with 
the Liberty of Goſpel-Ordinances in Purity. Let 
us prize and honour a. good King, and be hear-. - 
tily willing in our reſpective Stations and Capa- 
cities to fall in with his Deſigns, for the advan- 
cing the Glory of God, and Good theſe 
Kingdoms. Let us pray, that he may bear up 
the Pillars of our ſhaking Land; may be a happy | 
Inſtrument of taking away our unhappy and ſin 


Diviſions: and Animoſities, by which our Nation 
has been ſo grievpuſly torn and greatly * 
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